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Interpretations
“The purpose of soil survey interpretation is to provide 
people with the best possible information about every 
acre of soil in a form that is directly useful to them.” 
– Aandahl, (1958)

“Soil survey interpretations predict soil behavior for 
specified soil uses and under specified soil 
management practices…Soil interpretations provide 
users of soil survey information with predictions of soil 
behavior to help in the development of reasonable and 
effective alternatives for the use and management of 
soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources. ” 
- NSSH (P.617, Subpart A, 617.0.A)

“Soil interpretations use soil properties or qualities that 
directly influence a specified use or management of the 
soil. Soil properties and qualities that characterize the 
soil are criteria for interpretation models.”
- NSSH (P.617, Subpart A, 617.0.B)

Image: K. LaBine, Frogtown Park and Farm – St. Paul, MN
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Figure: N. Jelinski, #5#8=%5 from 1m LiDAR data – MN DNR (2011) and Meyer (2007)
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Figure: N. Jelinski, adapted from 1m :,VWS data – MN DNR (2011) and Mielke and Adams (1989)
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Images: K. LaBine; Figure: Scharenbroch et al. (2017)
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Image: N. Jelinski, Frogtown Park and Farm, St. Paul, MN
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